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To Our Visitors and Guests 
Welcome! Please fill out one of the visitor cards found in the pews and add a 
prayer request if you wish so that we can pray with you this week. If you are looking 
for a church home, we hope you will consider First Trinity and St. Matthew’s. Any of 
the pastors would be happy to discuss this with you further.  Please join us after the 
service in the parlor, adjoining the sanctuary, for snacks and refreshments. 

We are  a community 
of faith, sent by God to 

pursue God’s hopes 
and dreams for DC and 

the world. Next Sunday, October 11th: 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Psalm 90:12-17; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31 

19th Sunday  
after Pentecost 

 

This Sunday people all over 
the world will be celebrat-
ing the feast day of Saint 
Francis of Assisi. Born into 
the family of a wealthy mer-
chant, Francis gave up his 
inheritance to serve poor 
people. He formed the Or-
der of Friars Minor (called 
Franciscans), who took on 
poverty and the task of 
preaching "using words if 
necessary." Francis had a 
spirit of gratitude for all of 
God's creation. Frances had 
a special love for animals 
and in remembrance of St. 
Francis some churches have 
a ceremony called the 
“Blessing of the Ani-
mals.”  The purpose of this 
blessing is thanking God for 
them. According to both 
creation stories in Genesis, 
God created the animals to 
accompany humanity in life. 
We praise God for the rich-
ness of the created earth 
and all its creatures, and in 
our prayers today we espe-
cially pray for the health of 
the earth’s animals. 

Forgotten Lutheran 
Join the Forgotten Lutheran symposium November 6-7 at Lutheran Church of the 
Reformation on Capitol Hill. Martin Luther’s take on the structural causes of poverty, 
and a fresh look at how Luther's work applies to today's challenges including climate 
change, are topics to be addressed by prominent scholars at the Forgotten Luther 
Symposium presented with financial support from the Metro D.C. Synod and other 
partners. An original musical composition by Paul Levitt, Director of Music, Lutheran 
Church of the Reformation, and more will also be featured. Registration is now open. 
More at FB/ForgottenLuther and under the "Events" tab on the synod website 
www.metrodcelca.org. 

Thursday Nights at First Trinity 
Beginning October 1 Thursday night gatherings are back! Join us for dinner and fel-
lowship. After the meal there will be a short taize evening prayer service and then a 
spirituality discussion (Rule of Life). Come for some or all of the evening! 
The schedule is as follows: 
 6:00 PM: Dinner 
 6:45 PM: Taize prayer 
 7:15 PM: Spirituality Discussion 

Gifts of Hope Benefit Concert 
The third annual Gifts of Hope Concert featuring the 18th Street Singers will be at 
First Trinity on Sunday, October 18 at 4:30 PM! Admission is free but a free will do-
nation will be accepted. Come hear one of the best vocal groups in the area and sup-
port Gifts of Hope! More information can be found at www.giftsofhopedc.org. 

Young Adult Kepler Overlook Hike 
Join us Saturday, October 17 at 8:45 AM at Kepler Overlook. We’ll hike a moderate 
6.5 miles in the George Washington National Forest, which includes one of the 
best vistas over the Shenandoah Valley. After the hike, we'll have the option of more 
countryside fun on the way home. Please email Greg Mantell at greg@sharptel.com 
by October 14th to sign up or for more information. 

Mission Survey 
Your Lay Minister of Mission wants to identify where God is calling you to hands-on 
service. A survey was passed out on "God's Work. Our Hands." Sunday. If you have 
not completed the survey yet and would like to, please pick one up in the back of the 
church and return it to the church office by Oct. 9. Thank you! 


